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Overview

ICRAS 4.3 experienced a Software Upgrade release on March 18, 2009, and is scheduled for another Upgrade on July 10, 2009.  This release introduces new functionality as described below. Updates to the User Manual will be posted to www.paperworkreduction.gov as applicable; users experiencing issues regarding these changes should contact the ICRAS Support Team at help@paperworkreduction.gov.  

I. Release 4.3.2: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
A new stimulus flag question has been added to the Generic ICR/Part 1 section of ICRAS. The new question can be found following the Privacy Impact question, and before the Contacts field. 

The Question is as follows: 

“Is this ICR related to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)?” and will be required to be answered with the associated radio button, Yes or No. 
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More information regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and its function can be found by following this link:

 http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgibin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h1enr.pdf



II. Release 4.3.3:  508 Accessibility Compliance Changes
An independent assessment was conducted on ICRAS by the Department of Education’s Accessibility Lab, which resulted in a list of recommendations to improve the systems compliance. The list included some items that are not noticeable from the User Interface, such as reordering the attributes within the form so that it can work more smoothly with accessibility software; however, the following are the changes that are to be implemented: 

A. User Interface Changes: 

a. The numbers have been removed from the sections of the Part 1 and Part 2 form screens. Going forward, the change will not affect any of the validation checks but the error messages will now reference the particular field in error and not a section number. The fields will also still be highlighted in red if an error occurs.
b. The associated Help function “[?]” has been removed from each section. With the new release, all Help information can be accessed by using the link at the top of the form. This window/tab can be closed with the associated “Close Window” link. 
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B. 508 Accessible Software Usability: 

a. Skip Navigation option was added to pages where it was not previously available.

b. JAWS Reading Part 1 Form from Left-to-Right. 
c. Help text has been created as new window/tab that can be narrated. 
d. Section 508 standard includes the need for JAWS to yield functional text.
e. Total Collection Burden Information table, reformatted for better readability by accessibility software.

[image: image3.png][Annual Responses and Burden

rogra crarge
vieto
ol oicto oieto Crangeueto curenty
Reasesied NewSmute  gencyDsiman A Vo Roproves
AnnualResponses [ - [ J ]+ I I
Annual Hour Burden [ |- |« ]+ I ] [
| -3l

Al Cost Burden I

s 3] J+s] J+s]





C. Miscellaneous:

a. Various language throughout the application have been updated to more clearly “display” the intent of the function, for example:

i. “Click here” on OMB summary form changed to a link “Discontinue this OMB Control Number” 
ii. OCN has been changed to “OMB Control Number”

iii. Log-in screen, the option for “New vs. Classic” application interfaces has been removed. (New will be what is used here out).

iv. “My Profile” tab: 

1. Email alerts: “Default” vs. “Custom” instructions made more consistent. 
2. Additionally, checkboxes are pre-populated based on initial permission levels. 
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